
ST. PIUS X SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Minutes for February 27, 2012 

 

 
In Attendance: Christie Morel, Hector Leija, Nellie Savala, Maritza Fierro, Julian Rodriguez, Paul Morones, 

Stephanie Wahlstrom, Fr. Guadagnoli, Jim Farrell, Alicia Mendoza, Bev Kosco, Sherry 
Pettifer 

 
Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order by President Christie Morel. 
 
Opening Prayer: Fr. Guadagnoli opened with a prayer. 
 
Minutes:  Motion by Hector Leija to approve January 23, 2012 minutes. 
   Seconded by Paul Morones. Motion carried. 
 
Ministry Moments:  Bev Kosco started by mentioning that mid-February, twenty-two men were made into 

cardinals; whom two of them were US citizens. She spoke of Cardinal Dolan’s address which 
highlighted the seven planks of the New Evangelization as presented on EWTN: 

 
1.   We must seek to keep this quest alive; we must be concerned that human beings do 

not set aside the question of God, but rather see it as an essential question for their 
lives.  Bev suggested a Lenten movie popular at home now is “The Way,” starring a 
popular actor, Martin Sheen 

2.   "Be not afraid," we're told, is the most repeated exhortation in the Bible. After the 
Council, the good news was that triumphalism in the Church was dead. The bad 
news was that, so was confidence! We are convinced, confident, and courageous in 
the New Evangelization because of the power of the Person sending us on mission -- 
who happens to be the second Person of the Most Blessed Trinity - because of the 
truth of the message, and the deep down openness in even the most secularized of 
people to the divine. Confident, yes! Triumphant, never! 

3.   God does not satisfy the thirst of the human heart with a proposition, but with a 
Person, whose name is Jesus. Love of a Person, a relationship at the root of out 
faith.  

4.   Jesus tells us He is the truth. Our mission has a substance, content, and this 
twentieth anniversary of the Catechism, the approaching fiftieth anniversary of the 
Council, and the upcoming Year of Faith charge us to combat catechetical illiteracy. 

5.   The missionary, the evangelist, must be a person of joy. "Joy is the infallible sign of 
God's presence." 

6.   New Evangelization is about love. God as a loving father. 
7.   Joy, love, and blood.  To receive the red biretta, the sign of the cardinal's dignity; and 

know that you must be willing to conduct yourselves with fortitude even to the 
shedding of your blood: for the growth of the Christian faith, the peace and tranquility 
of the People of God, and the freedom and spread of the Holy Roman Church. 

 
 
President’s Update – Christie Morel 
 
Went directly to Technology Committee Presentation. 
 
 
Principal’s Update – Mrs. Cindy Elwood 
 
Absent due to retreat with Diocese. 
 
 
Pastor’s Update – Fr. Guadagnoli 
 
Nothing to report. 
 



 
Marketing Committee Update – Alicia Mendoza and SPX Student Advisory Council 
 
The New Student Assessment testing will start on Saturday, March 3, 2012, with teachers and SAC members 
arriving at 7:30 am.  Alicia presented a proposed questionnaire for the parents to complete at the assessment, so 
the interviewers had some direction in the form of questioning. The teachers and the SAC members will conduct 
interviews with the prospective child’s parents.  She asked for any revisions to the questionnaire.  The Assessment 
testing agenda is proposed to be: 
 

� Register the child, 

� School kids to proceed to take the assessment, 

� Parents to complete the questionnaire, and 

� While the children are testing, parent interviews will take place. 
 
It was also mentioned that Divine Mercy parish in Mesquite, TX is open to the marketing of SPX school. 
 
 
Finance Committee Update – Paul Morones 
 
Finance Council members and volunteers to perform an assessment of the physical needs of the school on 
Saturday, March 3, 2012. This is occurring at the same time that the New Student Assessment Testing is taking 
place. Finance Council is to not interfere or assess while the testing is going on from 7:45 – 10:30 am. 
 
 
Technology Committee Update – Hector Leija 
 
Time Warner Business Class – Zachary Searcy 

� 450,000 business customers 

� Facilities based 

� School Districts that use TWBC:  Dallas ISD and Lewisville ISD 

� SPX would use over their network 

� Web Portal great since SPX has little IT Dept. 

� Increased Bandwidth 
o Reliable 
o Managed 
o Customizable 
o Content Filtered 
o Proactively Monitored – part of service cost, TWBC knows about a problem before the client will. 

� Managed Security Services 
o Secure WiFi 
o User Access Controls 
o Weekly Broadband Usage Reports 

� TWBC brings in it’s own Ethernet and SPX uses TWBC’s Firewall 

� Looking to keep Internet separate from school and church for grant funding reasons. 

� What type of commitment does TWBC want from SPX: 5 year agreement 

� How to get started: 
o Needs 90 days for 

� Permits 
� Construction 

 
QHT.com: Computer Solutions – Mark Adams and Trina D’Elena  (Supplements TWBC) 

� Not the size of TWBC 

� Started in Dallas in 1987 

� 2 Salespeople and 14 Technicians 

� Proponent of reutilization of existing equipment 

� Supports new and old technology 

� QHT are a service organization: 



o Look at the growth of their customers. 
o Microsoft company 
o Managed Services 

� QHT looks for: 
o Curriculum Needs 
o Students Needs 
o Parents Wants 

� Recap of QHT:   
o Full Service 
o Laptops and Tablets 
o Wireless  
o Advise and Consultation 

 
Plant and Facilities Update – Nellie Savala 
 
They had created their own assessment of the physical needs for the teacher’s to complete.  Felt that the teacher’s 
input would be more beneficial since they are in the school more often than the members and volunteers from the 
Finance Council.  Father Guadagnoli suggested that the two groups: Finance Council and Plant and Facilities 
Committee need to communicate ideas so not to duplicate the work.   
 
 
Curriculum Committee Update – Julian Rodriguez 
 
Write up needs to take place on STEM school program that can be a supplemental and used as “fillers” so not 
replace mandatory, required classes.  Felt that students and parents should view education as developing our 
children to be life-long learners. Also, felt strongly to never teach to the test, teach what needs to be taught that for 
students to well-rounded and prepared for life.  We are waiting for the results on the reports of the individual school 
reports and visits. Committee wants to interview Bishop Lynch on where our SPX students are weak, so we can 
work on making students better to cross over to high school.  Hector read an article titled, “Charter vs. Catholic 
schools: New research says charters are siphoning students from parish schools.”  If this trend keeps happening, 
losing students to public and charter schools, also means losing a moral curriculum. 
 
 
Important Dates: 
 

� Apr 8, 2012   Easter 

� Apr 14, 2012   Auction 

� Jun 1, 2012   Last Day of School 
 
 
Fr. Guadagnoli closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Next Advisory Board Meeting is March 26, 2012. 

 

 
 
 
The February 2012 minutes have been reviewed and approved. 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Signature  ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Date Approved  ______________________________________________ 

 


